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institutions of the West. Mahatma Gandhi now
wishes to put the clock back a hundred years, per-
haps overlooking the possibility that Democracy shall
become the accepted political doctrine suitable for
India's future growth as a nation. I propose in this
article to examine his scheme which, coming as it
does from such a disinterested party, must receive
throughout the country a very venerable and almost
subservient attention. But we must not forget facts
nor can we overlook various technical difficulties
which have marred the spread of education from
want of foresight and historical perspective, even in
the Western countries of the world. To put it briefly,
the scheme contemplates the reversion to the mediaeval
period of history, ignoring the great currents that are
flowing in between all the countries of the world
today, brought about by the development of scientific
knowledge, inventions, and a new National Economy
in ths field of production and distribution.
Mr. Gandhi's scheme, in effect, is similar to the
Charka, or the spinning wheel, as against factory
industries. His advocacy of Hindi as the lingua franca
-of India is, metaphorically speaking, similar in
character to his economic doctrine of the Charka,
fully contemplating a return to the old primitive
state of Hindu civilization and Hindu social and
political conditions, ignoring altogether the divergent
elements, which have now been created by the im-
pact which India has had with the Western world,